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International Fuel Tax Agreement (IFTA) Application Instructions
 
 
 
 
If you are a resident of Iowa, or have a company established in Iowa, and operate a qualified motor vehicle in Iowa plus one other IFTA jurisdiction, you must comply with IFTA laws. IFTA is an agreement among all states (except Alaska, Hawaii, and the District of Columbia) and Canadian provinces (except Northwestern Territories, Nunavut and Yukon) to simplify the reporting of fuel used by motor carriers operating in more than one jurisdiction.
 
Qualified Motor Vehicle means a motor vehicle used, designed, or maintained for transportation of persons or property and:
      1.      having two axles and a gross vehicle weight or registered gross vehicle weight exceeding 26,000
            pounds or 11,797 kilograms; or
      2.      having three or more axles regardless of weight; or
      3.     is used in combination, when the weight of such combination exceeds 26,000 pounds or 11,797
              kilograms gross vehicle or registered gross vehicle weight. Qualified Motor Vehicle does not include
              recreational vehicles.
Note: Recreational vehicles, such as motor homes, pickup trucks with attached campers, and busses when
          used exclusively for personal pleasure and not used in connection with any business endeavor, do not
          require IFTA to travel in or outside of Iowa.
 
Vehicles from IFTA jurisdictions that do not meet any of the three criteria are granted fuel reciprocity when traveling through another IFTA jurisdiction.
 
The IFTA license costs $10. A copy of the current year’s license must be carried in each vehicle and produced on request by any law enforcement officer. IFTA decals are required to be displayed on the exterior of the power unit, one on each side. IFTA decals are 50 cents for a set of two.
 
Required Documents
      ●       IFTA Application
      ●       Signed Record Retention Statement (this is needed prior to processing)
      ●       Power Of Attorney (POA) is listed. If the processing agent is not in our system, a Processing Agent
                Application will also need to be included.
      ●       Payment (check, money order, cashier check, credit card, Dwolla, e-check, T-check, EFS, escrow)
 
IFTA Quarterly Tax Return Notifications
The Iowa Department of Transportation sends out a reminder to all active IFTA licensees. If you do not receive a notice, you are still required to file your quarterly return online. You should also check your address for accuracy.
 
E-filing 
Before you begin, you will need to have opened your IFTA account by filing a paper application (attached). When the license is issued, a Client ID will be assigned. The Client ID is also referred to as the Account ID on the IFTA/IRP Online Application. The application and instructions on how to navigate the IFTA/IRP Online Application are available at http://www.iowadot.gov/mvd/omcs/ifta_irponline_apps.html. 
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Suspension and Reinstatement of License
Failure to file and pay quarterly tax returns timely will suspend your IFTA, and IRP if applicable, license(s). To reinstate your license(s) you will need to file and pay all outstanding tax returns and may need to post a cash bond. 
A bond is required in the following circumstances: 
1.    You have had two or more outstanding fuel billings due for periods within the three years prior to
       date of application for a new license. 
2.    You have failed to file two or more returns for a calendar year within the three years prior to date of
       application for a new license. 
3.    You have filed returns late for two or more reporting periods for a calendar year within the three years
       prior to date of application for a new fuel license.
4.    When an audit conducted of your operation indicates problems severe enough that a bond is required    
       to protect the interests of member jurisdictions.
Bonds shall be payable to the state of Iowa, in the minimum amount of $500 or the equivalent to at least twice the estimated average tax liability for the reporting period in which you were required to file a tax return, whichever is greater.
After filing and paying tax returns timely for four consecutive reporting periods, the amount of a posted bond may be refunded. 
Quarterly Tax Return RequirementApplicants who hold a valid IFTA license must e-file a quarterly tax return and pay any tax due, or request a refund, no later than the dates shown below. The return must be e-filed regardless of whether taxable fuel was used or miles were traveled outside the state of Iowa during the quarter. If the filing deadline falls on a Saturday; Sunday or legal holiday, the next secular or business day shall be the filing deadline. 
 
Record Keeping Requirements
Licensees who have acquired an IFTA license must maintain distance and fuel documents for four years from the tax return due date or filing date, whichever is later to substantiate information reported. These records are subject to audit and must be made available upon request of any member jurisdiction. See Iowa DOT Form 442069 (6-13) Record Retention Statement for required records. 
Quarter
Period
Due Date
IA Credit
Deadline
First
Jan. 1 - March 31
April 30
June 30
Second
Apr. 1  - June 30
July 31
Sept. 30
Quarter
Period
Due Date
IA Credit
Deadline
Third
July 1 - Sept. 30
Oct. 31
Dec. 31
Fourth
Oct. 1  - Dec. 31
Jan. 31
March 31
 
The tax return is considered timely filed if:
 ●       the return is e-filed on or before midnight of the filing deadline; and
 ●       payment is made electronically through the DOT's online payment system or by credit card on or
          before midnight of the filing deadline; or
 ●       payment is postmarked by midnight of the filing deadline to Vehicle & Motor Carrier Services,
                 P.O. Box 10382, Des Moines, IA 50306-0382.  
 
A penalty of $50 or 10% of the total tax liability, whichever is greater, will be assessed to the taxpayer for filing a return late, failure to file a return, or for underpayment of taxes, even if no taxes are due. Interest also will be assessed each month the tax remains unpaid. If payment is made on or before the due date but is insufficient to discharge the tax liability, the entire payment shall be applied to the tax. Any penalty or interest subsequently assessed shall be based on the unpaid portion of the tax. 
 
In addition to the penalties and interest assessed if the return is not filed by the due date, if the return is filed after the Iowa Credit Deadline, any Iowa credit shown on the tax return will be lost. 
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International Fuel Tax Agreement (IFTA) Application
                   Open new IFTA account          Complete all sections of this form and attach all required documents
Application                                             (listed in the instructions). Sign the back of the form and return with fees
Type                  Reinstate suspended account         to Vehicle & Motor Carrier Services. 
                                                                                  Change licensee name and/or          Complete the IFTA client identification number (this number cannot 
                  address                                    change and is required. Provide the changed information in the
                                                      Applicant and Account sections on this application. If the U.S. DOT
                                                        number and Federal Tax Identification number are both changing,  this 
                                                      will be considered a new license application. 
                                                                        Purchase additional or                    Complete the IFTA client identification number (required) and line 2 in                            
                  duplicate decals for                   the Fees section.
                  license year                  . 
                                     ________         Check this box and supply effective date. Complete Registration                                                                                                   
                   Voluntarily close account          Information section (IFTA Client Identification number required), file the
                     Effective_______________         current IFTA tax return quarter, and sign the back of this form.
                           
                           
Applicant          If available, IFTA client ID number         If applicable, U.S. DOT number                Federal tax ID  number
Information
                       
                  Name of owner, partners or corporation 
     
                  
                  Name you are doing business as
                                    
                  Iowa street address, city, state and ZIP code (If opening a new IFTA account, the three proofs of Iowa
                  residency must match exactly.)                  
                  
Account         Mailing address, city, state and ZIP code
Information
                  
                  Name of person responsible for this account (other than the power of attorney if there is one)                  
                  Contact information for person listed above                              Telephone number                              Fax number                      Email address                           
                  Mailing address of where records are kept, city, state and ZIP code
                  If applying for a new license, have you previously had an IFTA license in another IFTA jurisdiction? 
                                                                                                                  No              Yes                           If yes, in what jurisdiction(s) did you have an IFTA license(s)?                                     If yes, are you currently suspended or revoked?           No        Yes
Form 441041  (08-16)
Operation          If obtaining a new license or reinstating a suspended license, indicate 
Information         the IFTA member jurisdiction(s) in which you maintain bulk fuel storage.
 
                       
                                    
                  Check the type(s) of fuel you use (check all that apply)                                    
                           Diesel                  Gasohol         Gasoline             LPG                  LNG                  CNG
                           Ethanol                  Methanol         E-85                      M-85                  A-55                  Biodiesel
         Fees          1.   Enter $10 on Line 1 if you are obtaining a new license or reinstating a suspended 
                        license.
 
                  2a. Decals are sold as a set, one for each side of the vehicle.
                        Enter the number of sets being requested on Line 2a
 
                  2b. Multiply Line 2a by 50 cents and enter it on Line 2b
 
                  3.   If you are reinstating a suspended license, a minimum cash bond may be required. 
                        Call (515) 237-3268 to determine the cash bond required and then enter that 
                        amount on Line 3.
 
                  4.  Enter $10 on Line 4, if you are changing your address or the name  of your business
 
                  5.  Add Lines 1, 2b, 3, & 4 together and place the total on Line 5
Temporary          If you are applying for a new license, additional decals, or duplicate decals, you may request a temporary
Permit                  permit. The temporary permit is valid for a period of 30 days and will give you adequate time to receive
                  and affix the annual permanent decal to your vehicle. Temporary permits cannot be issued if you are
                  renewing your IFTA license.
 
                  Please complete the requested vehicle information below for each temporary permit needed. Attach a 
                           separate piece of paper with the same information if you need more than five temporary permits.
 
                  Unit Number                                    Vehicle Identification Number
Certification of Understanding
 
The applicant agrees to comply with reporting payment record keeping and license display requirements
as specified in the International Fuel Tax Agreement. The applicant further agrees that Iowa may withhold any refunds due if applicant is delinquent on payment of fuel taxes due any member jurisdiction. Failure to comply with these provisions shall be grounds for revocation or suspension of license in all member jurisdictions.
If someone other than the applicant (if an individual) or a company employee has authorization to apply for licensing credentials and prepare and file quarterly tax returns on behalf of this applicant, a Processing Agent Application and a signed power of attorney needs to be included with this application.  
The applicant certifies the information given in this application is, to the best of his/her knowledge, true, accurate, and complete. The applicant understands that any falsification subjects applicant to the offense of making a written false statement to a government official.
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